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Q&A With Mr. Ismael C. Perez
BY ADAM PANGELINAN (11)

How did you feel about your transition
into the position of principal?
"It was a sudden transition despite the
application process. I thought I could continue
the role as college advisor I had before."

What do you hope to bring to this school?
"I would like to bring a sense of dignity that we
have had in the past. We could continue to
become the Christian gentlemen we have always
thought our students to be so they can do right
by themselves in the community and in the
school environment."

What challenges have you faced?
"One challenge has been helping the faculty to
see the opportunities for change to improve the
academic experience of our students. We have a
couple of initiatives we are undertaking like the
Writing Revolution and the Fundamental Five.
These should help students to get more out of
classes."

How did you solve these problems?
"We are continuing to hold professional
development sessions to help with these
initiatives so teachers know concretely how to
implement these methods."

What are your connections to FD?
"I'm an alumnus and many of my family
members, like my father, are graduates. This is my
21st year at FD as a teacher, but I also was a
student here before college. I have served as a
teacher, counselor, coach, and advisor."

How much different of a school is FD now from
what it was during your time as a student?
"The students have many more opportunities
now than I did as a student. The academic
program, athletic program, and even social
events have really improved. We never held our
own plays, but now we have been doing so many
over these past few years."

What makes a good school community?
"Positive relationships make for a great school
community. A sense of respect among students,
faculty, and staff members helps to make for a
great experience for all."

Meet the Editorin-Chief
BY RON ROCKY COLOMA (11)

Hi, my name is Ron Rocky Coloma and I am the
Editor-in-Chief for The Phoenix Times. As an intern for
the Guam Daily Post for two years and a Staff Writer
for the Culture and Arts Section as well as the
Newsletter of Affinity Magazine, I had gradually grown
to revel the profound nature of journalism. As my
intense ardor for writing augmented, I knew I had to
revive the newspaper club at Father Duenas Memorial
School. Based from my prior experiences as a teen
journalist, I had garnered valuable lessons that
changed my perspective in life as well as built
friendships with people who portrayed a motley
collection of diverse interests outside a different

"There are many people
who find their niche in
writing but there are only
a few who are skilled in
storytelling." - Ron Rocky
Coloma

realm. There are innumerable scenes that occur in an
individual’s circadian activities, and it is a journalist’s
responsibility to depict those short-lived moments.
The Phoenix Times traces its roots to "The
Excelsior," the first student newspaper of FD,
which was published monthly by the school's
journalism class. According to the 1966 FD

Advisor: Mr. Dante O. Perez
Officers
President/Editor-in-Chief - Ron Rocky
Coloma (11)

yearbook, the school newspaper's primary aim
was to serve as a source of information to FD
students, and make them aware of campus
happenings. In our first meeting, we were able
to discuss how we could incorporate our writing
skills to serve the school community, and give
justice to the previous issues of the Phoenix

Vice President/Associate Editor Andrew Terlaje (11)
Secretary/Associate Editor - Jacob San
Nicolas (12)
Treasurer - Carlo Granillo (11)
Historian/Photographer - Caleb Laserna
(11)

Times. With the help of my fellow officers as well
as the other writers, we are determined to use
the power of writing to influence other people
and to keep them aware of the daily events
happening inside the school environment as
well as the island community.
There are many people who find their niche in
writing but there are only a few who are skilled
in storytelling.

School Opening
BY: JACOB S. SAN NICOLAS (12)

For Father Duenas Memorial School, school year
2018-2019 began officially on August 1.
Orientation day for incoming freshmen took
place on July 30, and orientation day for
returning Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors took
place the day after on July 31. A school-wide
mass presided by Fr. Richard Kidd FD '96 was
held at the Phoenix Center on August 1. The
Parent Orientation was held on August 7.
Important Dates to Remember:
1st Quarter Exams: Wednesday Sept. 26 &
Thursday Sept. 27
No Classes On: Labor Day Sept. 3 & Teacher
Record Day Sept. 28
1st Quarter Barbeque Day: Sept. 7
Class Population by School Year
SY 2017-2018

SY 2018-2019
CO 2018
130
CO 2019
86
86
CO 2020
108
107

Class Population by Grade Level

SY 2017-2018
SY 2018-2019
Seniors
130
86
Juniors
86
107
Sophomores
108
96
Freshmen
102
95
Total
426
384
Students taking Language Classes
Spanish Class
Japanese Class
Freshmen
36
41
Sophomores
42
34
Juniors

11
Total
78
86

CO 2021

Students in the Phoenix Company (NJROTC)

102

86

96
CO 2022
95
Total
426
384

National Honor
Society
BY RON ROCKY COLOMA (11)

Officers
President: Byron Blas (12)
Vice President: Troy Cruz (12)
Secretary: Jacob San Nicolas (12)
Treasurer: Junya Kanemitsu (12)
Historian: Jose San Nicolas (11)
Parliamentarian: Zachary Belanger (12)

The purpose of the National Honor Society (NHS) is
to promote and harbor service not only for our
school community, but for the island community
as well.
The members of this organization were selected
based on their exemplary strengths in their
character, their commitment to service, their
prowess in their scholarships and most
importantly their courage through leadership.
Some big projects and events which the
organization was a part of last school year were
the Relay For Life, the Annual Alumni Gala, the FD
Auction, and the Sugar Plum Tree, just to name a
few.
Byron Blas, the National Honor Society president,
wants to bring a positive change in the school
community.
“In regards to change, I want to have more support
for every student here at Father Duenas
academically through our tutoring program
happening every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday
during lunch at the Physics Lab, since we want
everyone to succeed in our school. Also, I am glad
that NHS and STUCO are partnering to ensure this
school year is a great one, since both organizations
are heavily involved in promoting and sponsoring
school/community activities.”

Since NHS isn’t an open club and those admitted to the
organization are formally inducted, the only thing Blas
wishes the school community could assist them with is
involvement with any and all school or outside community
service work.
“It would be great to have the extra manpower, and would
help those assisting us to get some brownie points. In the
future, they may be inducted into our organization and it
would give them service hour opportunities.”
As president of the school’s National Honor Society, the
kinds of decisions Blas has found to be difficult were often
minor problems rather than major. He hopes that this
would continue to be the case for the rest of the school year.

Student Council
BY RON ROCKY COLOMA (11)
The main purpose of the Student Council (STUCO)
organization is to plan and oversee student-related
activities on the campus. Xavier Quinata, a senior
from the Class of 2019, is currently the Student
Council president of Father Duenas Memorial
School. His goal for this year is to improve the
quality of campus life because he believes that
there is so much more that our school could offer to
the students. “I plan to bring about more clubs, to
provide stronger academic support, to liven up the
school spirit for our athletic and academic
competitions, and to have more social activities
here at this institution.”
The one thing that the school can do to support
their club is to simply participate in said activities.
As STUCO president, the most difficult decision he
faced was to involve what is right for the student
body, but was not necessarily preferred by them.
According to Quinata, his greatest weakness would
be his tendency to procrastinate in planning such
activities. However, he had redefined the true
definition of a leader from prior experiences.
“Learning from the few activities that I have
facilitated in the past, I definitely know now to
provide an ample amount of time for planning
them.”

Class Council Officers
Freshmen
- President: Thomas Moylan
- Vice President: Garrison Arriola
- Secretary: Kiran Toh
- Treasurer: Sean Cuenco
Sophomores
- President: Daniel Akimoto
- Vice President: Ethan Gaza
- Secretary: Jeffrey Rios
- Treasurer: Anton Lacson
Juniors
- President: Vance Peredo
- Vice President: Isaiah Alvendia
- Secretary: Eusebio Orot
- Treasurer: Augusto Sablan II
Seniors
- President: Joshua Calvo
- Vice President: Logan Pangelinan
- Secretary: Kobe Onedera
- Treasurer: Lawrence Sugatan
STUCO Officers
- President: Xavier Quinata (12)
- Vice President: Matias Calvo (12)
- Secretary: Brian Songco (11)
- Treasurer: Joaquin Rivera (12)

Campus Ministry
BY JACOB S. SAN NICOLAS (12)

Campus Ministry is an organization dedicated to
aiding the community, both on and off campus,
through the Spiritual and Corporal works of Mercy.

Alee Shelter Hotline
648-4673 (HOPE)
Police/Emergency
911 or 472-8911
VARO (Victim Advocates Reaching Out)
477-5552
Crisis Hotline
647-8833
Healing Hearts Rape Crisis Center
647-5351

From August 9th to August 29th, Campus Ministry
held a food and goods drive for the Alee Shelter,
under the assistance of their advisor, Ms. Avice
Perez.
According to the Catholic Social Services, “Alee
Shelter provides emergency/protective shelter for
victims of family domestic violence and sexual
assault. The shelter serves women, with or without
children, who are in crisis from family domestic
violence and sexual assault.”
On August 29th, a representative of the shelter was
able to come to Father Duenas and accepted the
school’s donations from the campus. Students
donated clothings, non-perishable foods, toiletry
items, kitchen and laundry soaps, and school
supplies for the women and children at the
shelter. Additional needed materials were also
purchased using the funds collected from the
school-wide mass on August 1st.
Many individuals are blessed with healthy family
relationships, so sometimes it becomes easy to
forget that family violence and domestic abuse is a
plague that is still prevalent in current times, no
matter where you turn. According to the World
Health Organization, 1 in 4 women and 1 in 7 men
will be victims of severe violence by an intimate
partner in their lifetimes. They also stated that
men who were exposed to domestic violence as
children are 3 to 4 times more likely to commit
acts of violence towards their intimate partners
and children.
If you or someone you know is suffering from
physical abuse, verbal abuse, sexual violence, or
any other type of family violence and domestic
abuse, call one of the following 24 Hour Hotlines:

Ms. Avice Perez, the advisor of the
Campus Ministry.

NJROTC
BY POMPEYO BARROGA (10) AND GABRIEL
LEON GUERRERO (10)

Last, First Name

Grade

Positions

Staff
Separa, Valentino

Teacher

Belanger, Zachary

12

Cadet Commanding Officer

Master Chief

Back, Allen

12

Cadet Master Chief

Hernandez, Jose

12

Cadet Executive Officer

Storie, Ethan

12

Sanchez, Joshua

12

Sanalila, Jash

12

Riefler, Nicholas

12

Damian, Dayton

12

Operations Officer
Administration Officer
Supply Officer
Honor Guard Commander
Training Officer

Small Departments
Gumataotao, Aaron

11

Ordinance Officer

Camacho, Jaidon

11

Rifle Team Captain

Hernandez, Alexander

11

Academic Team Captain

Brooks, Clayton

11

Orientation Team Captain

Aguon,Tyler

11

Physical Training Captain

Dixon, Caleb

12

Public Affairs Officer

1st Platoon
Hernandez, Alexander

11

Meno, Anthony

11

Assistant Commander

10

Mustering Petty Officer

Cruz, Napu

Commander

2nd Platoon
San Nicholas, Jose

11

Cruz, Dwight

11

Assistant Commander

10

Mustering Petty Officer

Tudela, Lance

Commander

Color Guard
Sanalila, Jethro

11

Commander

Concepcion, Jedd

11

Co Assistant Commander

Santos, Brye

11

Co Assistant Commander

10

Mustering Petty Officer

Provido, Axel

Unarmed Drill Team
Taitano, David

11

Commander

Brantley, Roen

11

Assistant Commander

Balatbat, Ryan

10

Mustering Petty Officer

Armed Drill Team
Gumataotao, Aaron

11

Commander

Camacho, Jaidon

11

Assistant Commander

Guzman, Ethan

10

Mustering Petty Officer

Football
BY YOUNGJIN CHEON (11) &
AARON GUMATAOTAO (11)
Roster
Last, First

Grade Jersey No. Position

Last, First

Grade Jersey No. Position

1. Arriola, Garrison

9

32

WR

32. Lamb, Donavin

11

5

WR

2. Babauta, Toby

9

77

OL

33. Ludwig, Tomas

11

4

CB

3. Brown, Evan

9

18

LB

34. Paulino, Jonah

11

13

DL

4. Chargulaf, Roy

9

54

LB/DL

35. Rengiil, Edwin

11

29

RB

5. Fegurgur, Jacob

9

30

DL

36. Reyes, Luke

11

36

CB

6. Gogue, Caiyle

9

22

K

37. Santos, Brye

11

34

RB

7. Haddock, Robert

9

38

K

38. Shinohara, Sage

11

48

DL

8. Maratita, Russell

9

23

WR/QB

39. Taitano, Christian

11

12

FB

9. Perez, Jovani

9

73

OL

40. Tennessen, Kaleb

11

15

CB

10. Quichocho, Anthony

9

26

LB

41. Valencia, Lorenzo

11

65

C

11. San Nicolas, Roland

9

70

DL

42. Aguon, Tyler

12

20

DE

12. Aguon, Uriah

10

66

OL

43. Akimoto, Nicholas

12

75

OL

13. Akimoto, Daniel

10

16

QB

44. Anderson, Brian

12

7

WR
M

14. Arriola, Eugene

10

25

LB

45. Calvo, Joshua

12

11

15. Blas, Zeriah

10

37

RB

46. Cepeda, Ethan

12

14

CB

16. Cabrera, Izzic

10

40

FB

47. Diaz, Noah

12

8

CB/WR

17. Calvo, Elijah

10

69

DL

48. Hambley, Joseph

12

28

DL

18. Cepeda, Zion

10

60

DL

49. Leon Guerrero, Justin 12

19

WR

19. Cruz, Javian

10

17

RB

50. Mendiola, Ethan

12

2

FS

20. Fejeran, Nicolas

10

67

OL

51. Napoleon, Rylan

12

52

DL

21. Lujan, Adryan

10

42

FS

52. Onedera, Kobe

12

92

DE

22. Perez, Isaiah

10

62

DL

53. Pinaula, Nathan

12

21

SS

23. Perez, Tobin

10

50

DE

54. Rivera, Joaquin

12

31

C

24. Ada, Kyle

11

71

OL

55. Rojas, Davin

12

39

WR

25. Anderson, Nicholas

11

10

QB

56. Sablan, Shawn

12

43

K/LB

26. Artero, Kein

11

3

RB

57. Soriano, Brandon

12

41

WR

27. Balbin, Rodion

11

57

OL

28. Bordallo, Aiden

11

78

OL

Schedule

29. Castro, Michael

11

35

FB

Date

Visitor

30. Dudkiewicz, Elijah

11

53

OL

8/24

GW

31. Flores, Noah

11

27

CB

8/31 Guam High

Home
FD
FD

Site

Time

Result

GW

7:00pm

0-34

7:00pm

21-42

Guam High

Coaching Staff
1. Bruce Meno FD '95 head coach and offensive
coordinator
2. Keone Badua FD '95 defensive coordinator
3. Fred Tupaz FD '87
4. Jude Pinaula FD '93
5. Kuramitsu Iwanaga FD '09
6. Nathaniel San Nicolas FD '13
7. Gabriel Noket
8. Tony Posadas

Photo Courtesy of Guam PDN

Golf
BY YOUNGJIN CHEON (11)
Coach
Gus Gogue
Roster
Ian Paulino
Ivan Sablan
Eduardo Terlaje
Anton Lacson
Markus Nanpei
Jose Hernandez

-

Junior
Sophomore
Sophomore
Sophomore
Freshman
Senior

Photo Courtesy of Eduardo Terlaje

Cross Country
BY YOUNGJIN CHEON (11)
Roster
Last, First

Number

Last, First

Number

Storie, Ethan

900

Fejeran, Jonan

916

Manaloto, Roy

901

Gersaniba, Geoffrey

917

Tenorio, John

902

Granillo, Carlo

918

Cadiz, Mattheo

903

Guzman, Ethan

919

Gumataotao, Aaron

904

Herrera, Jacob

920

905

Lamb, Devin

921

Taisipic, Luke

906

Manglona, Nathaniel

922

Aguon, Jacob

907

Songco, Brian

923

Anulao, Jarred

908

Hernandez, Alexander 924

Bagiac, Bryant

909

Escobar, Rylan

925

910

Stettenbenz, Stephen

926

Callang, Justin

911

Bautista, Darren

927

Canlas, Nathaniel

912

Mochida, Brian

928
929

Suzuki, Kai

Baluyut, Adrian

913

Brooks, Clayton

De Vera, Caelan

914

Umagat, Ethan

930

Edusada, Adrian

915

Alegre, Landon

931

Damian, Dayton

Coaches
Brian Galang
Colin Perez

Results
8/30 FD/AOLG vs. GW @ FD / W

Photo Courtesy of Mr. Brian Galang

NJROTC Basic
Leadership
Training
BY POMPEYO BARROGO (10)
Basic Leadership Training (BLT) was a success, as
many of the new recruits ranked up and learned a
lot about what it took to be a leader, it also taught
them what it took to be their brother’s keeper. The
whole point that they were trying to get out when
they started BLT as Cadet Chief Petty Officer and
Armed Drill Team Commander Aaron Gumataotao
states “ The main point is initiating new cadets into
the unit by showing them how to march, military
knowledge, and following skills”. When asked about
how it felt being the officer in charge of the event
Aaron has stated “It was a little overwhelming
hosting BLT as an officer because I was in charge of
everyone who participated in the camp. My
struggle was being there at every event and
watching everyone 24/7 at the camp making sure
everything went smoothly and according to
schedule, it was a great experience though”. Not
only did the recruits learn about NJROTC the
officers got to learn about the future officers. BLT
proved to be a challenge that only those who are
willing to put the time and effort would be the
most affected as to those who just came to rank
up. BLT featured an abundance of events that help
mold the recruits to take charge and work together
in their platoons.
As a recruit they mold you into a better leader.
Not only in NJROTC, but also in everyday life and
school. The following activities consisted of platoon
drills (marching and cadence practice). After that,
you are given time to communicate with everyone
at lunch where we got to know about the officers
and how they got here, as well as our fellow
recruits.

Team building is something each cadet had
enjoyed, the exercises consisted of mini games
that would help you and your platoon learn to
communicate with each other, trust one another,
and solve problems together. The other was a
class called Leadership 101 which taught us the
traits and job of a leader and where do good
leaders come from. Coming from the Green Bay
Packers Coach Vince Lombardi “Leaders are not
born they are made.” This class was taught by
Ensign Aaron Gumataotao, Ensign Jethro
Sanalila, and Ensign David Taitano. Shooting
Competition followed after the Leadership 101
class and it consisted of the recruits in a
competition to see who has the best aim in the
following stances prone, standing, and kneeling.
Closing to the end, the recruits are brought to
the Media Center to watch a movie that relates
to what we learned from BLT. The movie was
called "Remember the Titans" by director Boaz
Yakin. It taught the recruits that working
together goes a long way past a job into life and
building relationships. Before graduation the
recruits would be given a test on all they have
learned in the span of 2 ½ days. If they pass the
series of test the recruits are qualified for the
rankup and are welcomed to the company.
Graduation came where they would take all the
skills they have learned through the 2 ½ days for
their parents to see, after showing their skills they
are finally invited to what the officers call, “The
Brotherhood inside the Brotherhood.” Overall,
NJROTC is a great place to learn discipline,
leadership, and respect towards officers, but also
towards the people you see in everyday life.
Though a bacon, lettuce, and tomato sandwich
is nice, Basic Leadership Training taught the
recruits that NJROTC is an experience that you
can’t get anywhere else on campus.

Club Fair
BY JUSTIN CALLANG (12)
The annual FDMS Club Fair held on August 30 was another
success this year. With sign-up sheets racking up with
students signatures from different grade levels, it exposes
the student body, especially the freshmen, with the
various organizations the school has to offer. Ranging from
academic-based to art-driven to charities-focused and
clubs requiring rigorous physical exertion, it looks like the
rate of school activity will only increase exponentially,
meaning that the FDMS community can look forward to
another fun and productive year.
Taking place at the Phoenix Center gym, stands of each
club had something to offer to show who and what they
represent. Going through all the stands, club members
showcased all sorts of displays and gimmicks to entice
new members. This year provided new additions to FD’s
ever-growing array of student organizations including the
Art Club, Dead Philosophers Society, Cinema Club, FD
Unplugged, STEM Club, and the Bandwagon Club.
Many of the new clubs have been passion projects for
many of the club founders and members. They believed
that their organizations can improve the diversity in
student activity by giving back to the community in their
own unique way. The newly established clubs stemmed
from ideas that students wholeheartedly had passion for
and they were more than happy to share it with the rest of
the FDMS community.
Robert Balatbat (12), president and co-founder of the Art
Club, helped create the club as a product of his
willingness to express his talent and contribute to the
school community in his own way.
“The purpose of the art club is to promote and develop
creativity for those interested in art. This organization will
encourage students to add an artistic display of our
schools faith and their inner talent. We will also be open
to helping the school community by painting murals and
helping with school productions in conjunction with the
art class.”

Cinema Club founder, Byron Blas, felt that his
love for film and entertainment can be turned
into an outlet that can help benefit the
community.
“As a club, we will be analyzing and dissecting
films as well as hosting movie marathons, which
we will be raising money and donating our
proceeds to different charities around the
island.”
As for pre existing clubs, many members have
expressed their enthusiasm about the clubs they
represent and look forward to working with
incoming members in order to have a fruitful
school year.
Longtime NFL member, Ron Coloma, stood
confidently at his stand to show students the
importance of the club and how it impacted his
life.
“As a longtime member of the team, it allows me
to express my passion for speech and debate. I
believe it makes you grow as a person and
enhances your vocal and communication skills
and how you deliver them in front of a bigger
audience. It really is a huge factor in developing
who I am as a person.”
The Phoenix Times treasurer, Carlo Granillo,
remarked about how he aims to benefit the
school community.
“I hope that this organization will keep the
student body more informed about what goes
on in school. Be updated.”

Brian Anderson (12) and Noah Bamba (12),
members of FD 180, shared their mission on how
they hope to revitalize and enhance the
opportunities provided by their club.
“Our goal throughout the school year is to
promote and engage students to participate in
activities concerning environmental
sustainability, agriculture, fishing, and hiking.”
This year’s club fair emphasized to the student
body of the importance of taking advantage of
this opportunity to be more active in the school
community outside of sports. It would not only
benefit student with compulsory service hours
but provide them with necessary involvement
that can help them in college applications.

College Night
BY CARLO GRANILLO (11)

College Night is an event held at Father Duenas Memorial School
in which students and parents can learn useful information
regarding college.
This year's college fair was presented by Ms. Avice Perez. She
gave information on topics such as which college to choose, how
to apply for financial aid and many other tips helpful for a
student planning to attend college. Many students, parents, and
teachers attended the presentation.
"I liked the presentation given by Ms. Perez. She gave us a lot of
useful information, and was very interactive with the students."
said senior student Bryant Bagiac.

A Tribute to
Xavier Akima
BY THE CLASS OF 2020

Xavier Akima, a junior enrolled at Father Duenas Memorial School,
has passed away during an unfortunate hiking accident due to flash
flooding.
On Saturday, August 11, about 5:27 pm, a 911 call was made reporting
a lost hiker around the San Carlos Falls area. The Guam Fire
Department dispatched rescuers and 8 hikers were found to be safe.
The search continued throughout Sunday and on Monday, August 13,
Xavier's bag was found at around 3 pm and around 5 pm, his body
was found 1.5 miles inland from the Pago Bay Bridge.
"Xavier wasn't just a friend. He was a brother to me and was one of my
closest friends. What made him so special to me was his sense of humor
and his personality. It was impossible to not get along with him. Before he
passed, I just wanted to let him know how all my days with him were the
funniest I had ever experienced and how much I appreciated him. I am so
honored to be his brother. The greatest memory we had together was
when he would always crack jokes together in class. My nickname for him,
which was for all the brothers, was X or Xavy. A lesson I learned from him
was the due to his constant respect to others, a lot was given to him.
Respect was something he had, and there is definitely no doubt in that. I
will live more like him by just being a laid back, all around guy that just
brightens everyone's day and gets a long just fine with the people around
him." -Francis Aquino
"Xavier was my best friend since elementary school and he was
also my brother. There are many things that made Xavier special,
but one thing that really stands out is his ability to make
somebody laugh or smile even when they are having a bad day.
No matter how far we are from each other, I will always
remember all the good times we had and all the memories we
shared together . My greatest memory with Xavier has to be the
time where we spent my birthday weekend together along with a
few other friends. Xavier only has two nicknames that I know of
and that's X, and Xavy baby. A lesson I learned from X is to not
constantly worry about the future but to live everyday with a
smile, with friends, and with family. I'd live more like X by doing
what he would do everyday and that's to always be happy and
always be there for my brothers." -John Tenorio
"Xavier was a brother to me for over twelve years. He was special to me because we are complete
opposites. That's why he was my best friend and brother for a very long time because opposites
attract. I'm sorry for all of the bad times we had butI'd pay anything to live all the good times we
spent again. my greatest memory of him was just literally seeing him almost everyday for over a
decade. I usually called him by his last name ever since sixth grade because we had another
Xavier in our class. Later on, I started calling him X. We also called him diamond guy because he
always wore a diamond jacket, and he could draw the diamond brand symbol really well. X
taught me that no matter how you look it's what you are on the inside that counts. To this day, I
miss him and still can't believe I'm not going to see him when we graduate high school or see
him at my wedding one day. One thing I know for sure is that his name will never leave me until
the end of eternity." -Russell Guerrero

